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Stars of Cricket — Philip Oliver 








Orxa«: MANO WAS:A JAPANESE NAVAL OFFICER. A GOOD MAN, BRAVE AND HONOURABLE, 
HE HAD SWORN TO FIGHT HIS COUNTRY'S ENEMIES TO THE DEATH. : 
THEN HE CAME FACE TO FACE WITH TWO OF THOSE ENEMIES, AND HE RECOGNISED THEM, 
BEFORE THE WAR THEY HAD BEEN AT SCHOOL WITH HIM, THEY HAD SEEN HIS BEST FRIENDS... 


First published 1970 


UN THE FIRST UNEASY MOTITHS OF THE WAR Ih EUROPE THERE WAS MUCH SPECULATION ON 
ITS OUTCOME. AND WHILE THEY SPRAWLED AT THI Te LEISURE ILA GAPDEN IN TOKYO, THE 
STHOUGHTS OF THEE YOUCIC. MALLE S/EEE PAK EECA THOR SURROUNDINGS. 

MY DAD SAYS THY WAR'S ; iC mecrorintescover SG 
GOING VERY BADLY FOR US. — BEEORE WE GET THE CHANCE 4 
NAZIS SWEEPING TILER WAY TO IOI UB ANID CET 

THROUGH LUKOPE.. ARITAIY Mee WT, 
WITHOUT DECEt!T ARMS. 


FAMILIES, HAD SPENT MUCH OF THEIR BOYHOOD INTOKYO, THEIR CLOSE FRIEND AT SCHOOL 
WAS OSAKI MANO, JAPANESE SON OF A DIPLOMATIC CORPS OFFICIAL. 


CHEER UP, YOU TWO, 7.‘ Vy THAT USED TO BE THE 
BRITAIN ALWAYS WINS THE / a Hf RULE. BUT THINGS HAVE 
LAST BATTLE, ' A HABIT OF CHANGING, 
2 AND NOT ALWAYS FOR 
) as wN THE BETTER. 4) 
AT THAT TIME THERE WAS NO HINT THAT THE JAPS PLANNED AN ATTACK ON THE AMtITO At 
BASE AT PEARL HARBOUR, YOUNG OSAKI AND HIS FRIENDS HAD NO IDEA THAT SOQ1) THEY 


TOO WOULD BE CAUGHT UP IN A WAR WHERE FRIENDSHIP WOULD BE TESTED TO BEL AE (ric 
POINT. 





BUT SOON BOTH DAN AND SAM WERE OLD ENOUGH TO JOIN THE ALLIED FORCES, DAN 
RETURNED TO ENGLAND, AND WAS QUICKLY COMMISSIONED IN HIS FATHER'S CLD REGIMENT. 
WHAT A BUNCH! GET MOVING, 
YOU LOT OF LITTLE OLD LADIES. 
UHUTLUEANIT ABBOTT VALL BE HOME 
ALSULANYESG TEA BEFORE YOU'VE 
VUAGHEEL: THE CLCOMD OBSTACLE. 


Y MY ARMS ARENT 
AS LONG AS HIS, 


COME ON, BOYS. 
GIVE 'EM A TASTE OF 
COLD STEEL! 


OGARLETBOULED EDL THE JAPATILSL EIAVAL ACADEMY, LEACTHMG THE ARTS OF SCAMAMSHIP 
AND HAVIGATIONL, 


THOUGH JAPAM LIVES IN 
PEACE WITH ALL HER FELLOW 
NATIONS OF THE WORLD, IT WILL 
BE WELL TO REMEAABER THE DETAILS 
OF TODAY'S LECTURE, GENTLEMEN, | 
FOR ONE NEVER KNOWS — YOUR 


SURVIVAL MAY DEPEND ON IT. 





<b 


THEM JAPAN, EVEN WHILE HEP DIPLOMATS WERE SUIEE SEEING. POUND THE NEGOTIATION 
TABLE IN WASHINGTON, STRUCK HER TREACHEROUS BLOW AT FLARE HARBOUR, REDUCING 


VE HAVE S TREK R A GREAT 
News bor OUP EAAPEPOR, THE 
Portier bac, HAVE TASTED THE 
Poet Oy TUPPOrLS TERE. AND 
THE Cond? THE BECUININING ... 


ONLY THE BEGINNING IT WAS! THE YELLOW TIDE SPREAD WITH AMAZING RAPIDITY, THERE WAS 
NO DOUBTING NOW THE FINE FIGHTING QUALITIES OF THE JAPANESE. ALLIED FORCES WERE 


JOIN THE ARMY AN! FIGHT, 
THEY SAID. BLIMEY, tiOGBY, SINCE 
WE STARTED THIS CAPER I'VE DONE 
NOTHING BUT RUN BACKWARDS 
AND FIRE AY HUNDREDS OF 
PERISHING NIPS. 


HOPE THEY'VE GOT THE 
BOATS READY FOR US. ANOTHER 
DAY LIKE THIS AN' WE'VE HAD 





MANY ALLIED FORCES WERE REMOVED FROM WESTERN BATTLE ZONES TO HELP REINFORCE THE 
FIGHTING IN THE EAST. AMONG THEM WAS DAN, NOW PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN, 


THIS WILL BE 
LIKE GOING HOME 
FOR YOU, DAN, 


IN A WAY. BUT.THE WORLD 
I KNEW OUT HERE DOESN'T EXIST 
ANY MORE, [STILL CAN'T BELIEVE 
THAT THE JAPS ARE OUR ENEMIES. 


"ig 


KAMIBRAZE PLANES — 
ACTION STATIONS ! 





SOON THE FANATICAL JAP PILOTS WERE FLYITIG THROUGH A CURTAIN OF ALLIED STEEL, EACH 
PILOT SELECTING AN HMPORTALIT TARGLT ALID PLCPARING HIMSELF FOR TRAT FINAL DIVE INTO 
ETERNITY, 


. 
7 \ 

7 

at 


ee aL 


ia 
me? 
‘News 


U SALUTE MY EMPEROR 
AND THE FATHERS OF MY 
FOREFATHERS, AND WILL 
TODAY DWELL IN THE 


DAN STARED UNBELIEVINGLY AS THE SUICIDE PLANE BEGAN 
(TS DEATH DIVE STRAIGHT ARDS HIS TROOPSHIP. 
aR o i x 


FOR PETE'S SAKE, 
SIR, GET UNDER COVER. 
HE'S COMING STRAIGHT 





IT CRASHED IN A GIANT GOUT OF FLAME AND CONCUSSION JUST FORWARD OF THE BRIDGE, 
THROWING DAN AND MANY OTHERS OVERBOARD . 


GET THOSE 
HOSES BUSY! 


THERE'S ANOTHER 
ONE COMING! 


GET THOSE blef- 
FIGHTING CREWS DOW 
HERE AT THE bOUnLE! 


IT'S NO GOOD, CHIEF... 
THE BOILERS 'AVE GONE, THE 
SHIP'S ‘AD IT! 





THE OLD SHIP TOOK ON A HEAVY LIST TO STARBOARD, ALL THE ADGLESS SYSTEMS WERE BLOW/M 
OUT OF ORDER, AND It THE CONFUSION! THE SOLDILES BEGATITO AGATIDON. SHIP, 


‘ 


UA OFF, CINGER. IE ee 
THIS 15 THE WAY THESE BLIGHTERS é 
FIGHT, EWISH LWAS FACING 
UP TO OLD JERRY. 


RECKON THERE'S d = 
SHARKS IN THESE ” 7 THERE'S PLENTY OF 
WATERS ? = DEBRIS FLOATING ABOUT. 
x GRAB A PIECE AND KEEP 


YOUR LEGS OUT OF 
5 & THE WATER, 


ANOTHER SERIES OF NERVE-RENDING EXPLOSIONS RIPPED THE SHIP AND SHE BEGAN TO GO 
DOWN FAST. DAN HAD BEEN CONCUSSED AND CAME TO IN THE WATER, 


MUST SWIM AWAY 
OR SHE'LL DRAG ME 
DOWN WITH HER... 





STILL DAZED, HE SWAM AWAY FROM THE FEW: HOURS LATER, IN THE COLD DARK NIGHT, DAN 
LAUNCHED BOATS, INTENT ONLY ON RECOVERED TO FIND HIMSELF ALONE ON THE 
GETTING AWAY FROM THE DYING SHIP, SEA, 


HAULING HIMSELF | Sed ceed Mi SURELY OTHERS GOT 
UP ON THE MAKE- ee: ; ; 4 OFF, BUT WHERE THE DEVIL 
SHIFT RAFT, OAN = 4 > ARE THEY ? 


COLLAPSED, HIS 
HEAD SPINNING, 


WISH 1 COULD 
EP MEMBER EXACTLY 
VCHAT HAPPENED... 





BENEATH THE WAVES THE DARK U¥PRESSIOMLESS EYES OF ONE SUBMARINE COMMANDER SAZIKI 
OBSERVED THE LONE RAFT. 


WT 


WE WILL SURFACE AND TAKE 
THIS MAN ABOARD. 1 WANT HIM 
» PHOTOGRAPHED SO OUR CIVILIAN 
POPULATION CAN SEE THE SORT 
OF DOGS WE ARE FIGHTING. 


WHITE MAN! YOU WILL 
COME ABOARD. DO NOT 
ATTEMPT TO RESIST THE MIGHT 

OF THE JAPANESE NAVY. 


RESIST WITH 
WHAT, YOU BUCK- 


2 
E ed 





PAINFULLY DAN CLAMBERED ABOARD THE SUB AND WAS PUT INTO A TINY CELL RIGHT NEXT 
TO THE TORPEDO TUBES. FOR AN HOUR HE BROWSED WEARILY ON THOUGHTS OF ESCAPE. 


QUIET! I SHOULD 
NOT BE HERE, DAN. BUT! 
RECOGNISED YOU WHEN - 
YOU CAME ABOARD. 









A LOOK OF PRIDE FLITTED ACROSS THE ROUND 
YELLOW FACE OF DAN'S OLD FRIEND. 


YES, THEY ARE COURAGEOUS 
MEN. FOR THE EMPEROR THEY ® 
GLADLY DIE. 


DRINK THIS COFFEE. 
YOU LOOK ROUGH. 








{FEEL ROUGH. YOUR 
AIR FORCE BOYS DON'T 
FIGHT FAIR. THEY USE THEIR 
PLANES AS LIVING BOMBS. 






THEY'RE MAD FANATICS. 
WHAT DO YOU DO ON THIS 





i'M THIRD OFFICER, HAPPILY 
TAM LEARNING UNDER CAPTAH | 
SAZIKI, ONE OF OUR GREATEST 
SAILORS. SO } HOPE TO HAVE 

A COMMAND OF MY ON 

ONE DAY. 


SAZIKE LOOKS PRETTY 
UNPLEASANT TO ME. } THOUGHT 
HE WAS GOING TO RIP ME APART 
PERSONALLY WHEN | GOT 
ABOARO , 


HE tS HARD. BUT ALL 
THE SAILORS OF JAPAN MUST 
BE AS HE IS. ONLY WHEN 
VICTORY IS OURS CAN 
WE RELAX, 


YOU REALLY ARE TAKING 
ALL THIS WORLD SUPREMACY STUFF 
SERIOUSLY, AREN'T YOU? 


aw 
IT 1S OUR DESTINY, BUT 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN WE CANNOT 
STILL BE FRIENDS, DAN, YOU WILL 
BE LUCKY. IN A PRISON CAMP, 
SAFELY AWAY FROM THE 
BULLETS AND BOMBS. 
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THEY WERE STILL FRIENDS, BUT NOT AS BEFORE. NOW THERE WAS THE BARRIER OF OSAKI'S 
NEW, ZEALOUS BELIEFS BETWEEN THEM. 
hip, A i [ HHH : 
i oat iat 






FROM WHAT ['VE HEARD 
OF YOUR PRISON CAMPS THE 
BULLETS ARE SAFER, 


WESTERN PROPAGANDA. DAN, 
DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE US. WE 
WILL TAKE THE WORLD AND RULE 
{T WITH THE THIRD REICH. HELP 
US NOW AND YOU WILL NOT 


DAN WAS PHOTOGRAPHED BY ONE OF THE SUBMARINE'S CREW, A SKILLED CAMERAMAN, AND 
WHEN THE VESSEL DOCKED, THE PICTURES WERE SENT FOR PUBLICATION IN JAPAN, THEN HE 
WAS MARCHED ON TO A TRAIN AND SENT TO THE ISLAND PRISON CAMP OF TUA, 


ON YOUR KNEES 
BEFORE MAJOR HASITO, 
FOREIGN DOG! 


HIS RECEPTION THERE PROVED THAT WHAT 
HE HAD HEARD ABOUT JSAP P.0.W. CAMPS 
WAS TRUE. AND MAJOR HASITO DROVE 
HOME ITS TRUTH WITH RELISH, 


FAT AND SADISTIC, THE MAJOR RULED TUA WITH N LOLLTICL ATID FEAR, EVEN HIS OWN MEN 
WALKED IN TERROR OF HIS SUDDIN EVIE MOoDE, 


ANOTHER ONE WHO PREFERS | 
THE DISHONOUR OF CAPTIVITY 
TO THE GLORY OF DEATH ON THE 
FIELD OF BATTLE. SCUM! YOU 

WILL LEARN WHAT IT MEANS 

TO BE HERE IW TUA. YOU 
WILL LEARI. 


LOOKS LIKE 'M 
tN FOR A PLEASANT 


MEANWHILE, ON AN ISLAND FIFTY MILES NORTH OF TUA, LIEUTENANT SAM WALLER AND THE 
REMNANTS OF HIS AUSSIE COMPANY WERE FIGHTING A DESPERATE REARGUARD ACTION. 

EM OUT y 
OF AMMO, 





THEN USE 
“YOUR BAYONET, 
SOLDIER! © 





THIS 1S HOW IT HAD BEEN EVER SINCE SAM HAD ARRIVED IN THE EAST — FIGHTING OFF HORDES 
OF ADVANCING JAPS UNTIL THE BULLETS RAN OUT AND ARMS GREW TOO WEARY TO HOLD A 
BAYONET, 


AT IT, BOYS! 
FIGHT THE LITTLE 
RATS TO THE 
FINISH. 


BUT THE WEIGHT OF NUMBERS WAS TOO MUCH FOR THE HARDY AUSSIES, AND EVEN SAM FELL 
BEFORE THEIR ONSLAUGHT. 


Ve, 
WZ 
y , 
. 


DO NOT KILL THEM, 
MAJOR HASITO WANTS 
LABOURERS TO BUILD THE 
NEW AIRFIELD ON TUA. 
THE THEM! 





$O SAM ENDED UP IN TUA, ONLY TWO DAYS AFTER DAN'S ARRIVAL THERE. THE TWO FRIENDS 
WERE ASSIGNED TO THE SAME HUT AIND THAT NIGHT SWOPPED THEIR NEWS. DOAN TOLD THE 
AUSSIE OF HIS MEETING WITH OSAKI. 


++ SO WHAT WITH BUMPING 
INTO OSAKI, AND NOW YOU, 
(T'S BEEN SOMETHING OF A 
REUNION WEEK. 


YEAH. HEY, 
THAT HASITO'S A REAL 
BRUTE, ISN'T HE? 


WORKING ON THE AIRSTRIP. 
THE POOR DEVILS HERE HAVE HAD 
ALL THE STUFFING KNOCKED OUT 
OF THEM. THERE'S BAD FOOD 
AND HARDLY ANY OF IT, 
AND BEATINGS ARE THE 
ORDER OF THE DAY. 


y WAIT TILL YOU START 
Pa ZA, . 


THEN THE SOONER WE BLOVY 
THE BETTER, WHILE WE'VE GOT 
SOME STRENGTH. CRIKEY, IF 

SUPPER TONIGHT WAS TYPICAL 

WE'LL BE SKELETONS WITHIN 
A WEEK, , 





THIS IS A 
NIGHTMARL, 


THE MAJOR STOOD WATCHING THE MEN 
WORK FOR A TIME, THEN... 


THIS 18 NOT A PLEASURE 
CAMP! PUT SOME STRENGTH 
INTO YOUR WORK, 
AUSTRALIAN PIG, 


WATCH IT, 
HASITO'S COMING 
THIS WAY. 


THE HOT-TEMPERED AUSSIE THREW ASIDE HIS 
SHOVEL AND SEIZED HASITO, 


f YOU'RE TOO 
HANDY WITH THAT 





Soe 
gS: 


NOW YOU DIE. FOR 
LAYING YOUR UNWORTHY . 
HANDS ON A JAPANESE 
OFFICER, YOU DIE, 


TAKE THEM TO THE SWEAT 
BOX AND LOCK THEM INSIDE. 
TOMORROW MORNING, WHEN 
THE GENERAL ARRIVES TO INSPECT 
THE WORK, WE SHALL EXECUTE 
THEM CEREMONIALLY, TAKE 
THE DOGS AWAY! 





THE SWEAT BOX, A TINY CELL STANDING IN THE SUN, WAS AN INFERNO OF HEAT. 


SORRY, DAN. 1 
JUST COULDN'T TAKE 
THAT JOKER'S CANE. 


FORGET IT. I'M ONLY 
SORRY 1 DIDN'T GETINA 
PUNCH OR TWO MYSELF. 


NEXT MORNING, GENERAL MANAHITA ARRIVED AT TUA. HASITO HAD A BURNING DESIRE TO 
IMPRESS MANAHITA, AND THE GENERAL WOULD NO DOUBT BE PLEASED TO WITNESS THE 
EXECUTIONS. 





WE ARE READY 
TO START NOW, 


ENCE GN YOUR ZEAL 15 A CREDIT 


TO THE IMPERIAL FORCES, HASITO, - “, 
IT WILL NOT PASS UNREWARDED, ll: 


in 
Tei 
Hon) | Serene 


ie 





AS THE OFFICERS TOOK THEIR PLACE AND THE CONDEMNED MEN WERE FORCED TO NEEL, TO 
SPITFIRES APPROACHED. THEY WERE NOT THERE BY CHANCE. ALLICO INTELLIGENCE HAD 
REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF GENERAL MANAHITA AND THE ALEIES HAD LOG WALTED TO 
NAIL HIM, m ; ie 


oe * 
DEAD AHEAD, 
THAT'S TUAS 


ROGERT UIE 

FOLLOW YOU, 

WATCH OUE POR 
OUR Mortis. 04 


DAN FELT THE SUN ON HIM, YET WAS AS COLD AS ICE AS THE EXECUTIONER SWISHIEL) HIS BLEN 
BLADE THROUGH THE AIR IN THE PRACTICE STROKES DEMANDED BY THE CEREMOTIIA! . THittd... 


SPITFIRES ! 
TAKE COVER, 
EXCELLENCY ! 


LOOKS LIKE WE'VE 
ARRIVED IN THE NICK OF 
TIME FOR TWO POOR DEVILS, 
LET 'EM HAVE IT, JACK, 





tip TWO EAGLES, THE PLANES SWOOPED OVER TUA, THEIR GUNS HAMMERING A STACCATO 
CHANT OF DEATH AND DESTRUCTION, GENERAL MANAHITA RAN FOR COVER BUT WAS NOWHERE 
tIAR FAST ENOUGH, 


UM RIGHT 
BEHIND YOU, 


OK, JACK, 
LET'S BUZZ 


PITY WE CAN'T 
TAKE THOSE POOR 
BLIGHTERS WITH 





AS THEIR ENGINES FADED, MAJO# HAIN 
EMERGED FROM COVER, HE SAW FL GLat 
BODY OF THE GENERAL ANID WIHIO LO, BOK 
THE DISHONOUR WOULD STAINL HIS FUTURE 


BRING BACK THOSE 
PRISONERS! IF YOU FAIL 
THEN YOU WILL FEEL 
THE EDGE OF MY 


AU HAS TPOOBOWEEE: GaEUS ATH, DATEL AMD 
CARAT EAC HER OTE THEI ar PHROUCH THE 
are ae 


WE CATE ETEP 
RUMPINIC., WHAT 
ABOUT HIM tie 


THAT POOL MIGHT 
HELP, iF THE STRAW 
TRICK WORKS, 


ANT WATER, PLUCKING DRY REEDS FROM THE SWAMPY BANK . 


NOW WE JUST SINK ' a as i 
TO THE BOTTOM LIKE A Sy? 
COUPLE OF HIPPOS AND 


HOPE FOR THE BEST. 


— hE 


ITT A 
BUCK UP, THEN. NA 


i 
i 
y 


UY 


my one 


1 CAN HEAR THEM ff i 1¢ ‘A 
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THE DOGS 
CANNOT BE FAR 






cae bee Diss 7 
aed on Oe arate mca 


HEY GAVE IT FIVE MINUTES, THEN SURFACED. @@ 


TR, a 
\ ; TAY mT youvon't \f 


















{ 
SMELL TOO 
{ 


‘fi 


NOW? YOU'RE THE SENIOR 
RANKING OFFICER. 


\ age = ~~ ae 
YOU'RE NO gine 
VIOLETS YOURSELF. WHAT 


BUT AS THEY CRASHED THROUGH THE BUSHES, 
THEY DISTURBED SOME RESTING JAPS. 


ANY 
x 


DAN TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE JAPS' SURPRISE, WHILE SAM, WHO LANDED SMACK ON TOP OF 
THEM, WASTED NO TIME IN SETTING ABOUT THEM, . 


HOLD THAT, 
MONKEY~-FEATURES ! 





eet 
THEIR EXHAUSTION FORGOTTEN, THE PAIR FOUGHT LIKE TIGERS. me A 
. — CENTRE 


v 


YOU'RE NOT 
HASITO, BUT YOU'LL 
OO FOR NOW! 


— a 
Lt ——— —~y 


AND ONE TO 
REMEMBER ME BY, MY 
YELLOW FRIEND. 


/ THAT ABOUT 
WRAPS IT UP. 





30 : 
INSIDE THIRTY SECONDS iT WAS ALL OVIP, 


" \ 


GOOD TO GETA 
BIT OF ACTION 


AND {IT LOOKS AS THOUGH WE'LL 
PROBABLY GET MORE. MY GUESS 15 
THAT IT'S A BRITISH SHIP KEEPING THE 

JAPS PINNED DOWN WHILE THEY 

EVACUATE SOME OF OUR CHAPS. 
WE'D BETTER GET A MOVE ON. 


THIS MESSAGE JUST 
CAME IN, SIR. SHALL ! 
INFORM THE CAPTAIN? 


NOT YET. WE'LL TAKE 
A LOOK FIRST AND SEE 
WHAT'S HAPPENING. 





THE MESSAGE CARRIED ORDERS TO SINK A BRITISH DESTROYER THAT WAS FIRING ON TUA. OSAKI 
PEERED THROUGH THE PERISCOPE, EXCITEMENT RISING IN HIM. 


7 Ih {SAE 


fl 


(T'S A BRITISH DESTROYER 
ALL RIGHT BUT IT'S LOADING 
CIVILIANS. $ CANNOT ATTACK, 
Wt DO HOT MAKE WAR ON 
IHINIOCEMT PEOPLE. 


” WE HAVE CHANGED COURSE 
TWICE IN FIVE MINUTES. WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 


NOTHING, CAPTAIN, 
LINVESTIGATED... 





THE CAPTAIN OID NOT LET OSAP I EINUIS, 


HH POOF ED THROUGH THE PERIZCOPE AHID SOON 


SAW THE DESTROYER. HE WHEELER Od THE PALL OCAEE, 


THERE 1S A GREAT WEAKNESS 
IN YOU! PASSING UP THE CHANCE 
OF SINKING A DESTROYER BECAUSE 
OF A FEW MISERABLE CIVILIANS. 
GO TO YOUR CABIN AND 
REMAIN IN IT UNTIL 
FURTHER ORDERS. 


BUT SAZIKI, IN DEALING WITH OSAKI, HAD 


TAKEN HIS ATTENTION OFF THE DESTROYER. 


ON THE SHIP, A SHARP-EYED RATING 
SPOTTED THE PERISCOPE. 


¥ PERISCOPE, SIR! 
BEARING ONE-ONE- 
SEVEN! 


BY MY ANCESTORS, 
1AM DISGRACED.” 


A FEW RAPPED ORDERS, AND THE FIRST SALVO 
OF DEPTH CHARGES WAS FLUNG TOWARDS THE 
SUBMARINE. 





STAND BY 
TO FIRE TWO! 





INSIDE THE SUB THERE WAS SUDDENLY CHAOS. AWESOME CONCUSSIONS SPRANG RIVETS, AND 
THE SEA BEGAN TO POUR IN THROUGH THE BU 


OT | 


THOSE ACCUFSED BPITITH, 
THEY HAVE DESTROYED MY 
SUBMARINE ! i 


THE SECOND SALVO FINISHED THE JOB. SAZIKI'S SUBMARINE REARED UP IN THE WATER LIKE A 
STRICKEN WHALE, DYING IN A GREAT POOL OF GUSHING OIL, 





THE SUB SPLIT LIKE A GUTTED FISH, THROVANIG MLTL OUT OF ITS FRACTURED SIDES. THESE WERE 
THE LUCKY ONES, AND OSAKIMATIO WAS AMOLIC THEM. MOST, LIKE CAPTAIN SAZIKE WERE 
TRAPPED IN THE WRECKAGE AND SLID DOWN VITH THLE SHATTERED HULL INTO THE DARK WAITING 
DEPTHS, 


GONE...ALL GONE. 
THE CAPTAIN...MY SHIP! 
AtL MY FAULT. 


| MUST GIVE MY OWN LIFE. 
IT 1S THE ONLY WAY TO MAKE 
AMENDS FOR THE DISGRACE 
ON MY FAMILY NAME. 


HERE'S ANOTHER 
ONE. TALK ASOLT 
DROV/NED RATS! 





STILL NUMB WITH SHOCK, OSAKI WAS LED BACK TO THE BEACH-HEAD H.Q. 


PUT THAT PRISONER WITH THE 
REST. WE'LL JUST LEAVE THEM HERE. 
I'VE JUST HAD THIS MESSAGE FROM 
THE DESTROYER SKIPPER. HE'S 
GETTING NERVOUS HANGING | 
ABOUT LIKE THIS WITH JAP = ie Re RRC: 
SUBS IN THE WATER. p 


PPO 


SEIN 


be 
MT EPG } 
“ 


nr 


ge _ GOOD. THE SKIPPER SUGGESTS WE PACK 
OUR BLOKES IN THE LAUNCH, THEN FOLLOW 


THE DESTROYER OUT TO SEA AND THEY'LL PICK 

US UP. CAN'T SAY I BLAME HIM. THAT'S AN 
EXPENSIVE HUNK OF EQUIPMENT TO BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR. CALL IN THE ME I. 





THEN DAN ANDO SAM APPEARED, SPRINTING UP THE BEACH FOR ALL THEY WERE W/ORTH. 


pie un 
HEY! 1S THAT fo | 


BUS GOING FOR 
AUSSIE? 


STONE THE CROWS, 
MORE PASSENGERS! HURRY 
uP, THEN! 


AS THEY RAN FOR THE LAUNCH, DAN AND SAM PASSED OSAKI, NOT RECOGNISING THE WET, 
BEDRAGGLED SAILOR AS THEIR FORMER FRIEND. 


SORRY TO KEEP YOU 
WAITING — WE ONLY BROKE 
OUT OF TUA CAMP THIS 
MORNING. 


IN THAT CASE YOU GUYS 
ARE HOT MERCHANDISE. THE 
JAPS SHOULD BE RIGHT ON YOUR 
TAIL, NOW LET'S GET 
MOVING! 





OSAKI DID NOT SEE THEM EITHER. SUPROUNDED BY HIS SURVIVING SHIPMATES, tif STARED 


AAS OF BEING KILLED, HO’ 
y 1S THE CUP OF SHAME! 





THE LAUINCH POARED AFTER THE DEPARTING DESTROYER. THEIR PLANNED &ENDEZVOUS WAS 
TEN MILES OUT AT SEA, AMD IT LOOKED AS THOUGH EVERYTHING WOULD GO SMOOTHLY. 
















A JAP 
PATROL BOAT! 





AMD THOSE OATS 

CALRY HEAVY MACHINE 

GUMS. SHEL BLOW 
US OUT OF THE WATER. 








HO’ FAST 
CAN THIS THING 


THE JAP BOAT POARED CLOSER, CUTTINIG BETVETEL THEM AtID THE DESTROYER. 
pan eiyrs, Lis be ~ 


HOT AS FAST AS 
THAT JAP CATICGO, OUR 
OnE HOPE 1 EVASIVE 
ALHOEL. HOLD 
Thott! 





ABOVE THE DEEP-THROATED SNARL OF THEIR ENGINES THEY DIDN'T HEAR THE JAP MACHINE GUN 
OPEN UP. BUT THEY SOON FELT THE EFFECT OF ITS DEADLY BULLETS . 








SAM, GRAB 
THE WHEEL! 
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AS THE JAP LAUNCH CIRCLED FOR ANOTHER ATTACK, SAM STEERED TOWARDS A SMALL ISLAND 
THAT LAY DEAD AHEAD OF THEM. 


BETTER THAN NOTHING. 
CAN'T WE GET ANY MORE 
REVS OUT OF THIS TUB? 













MAYBE WE CAN 
HIDE THERE FOR A 
WHILE. 













q NOPE. IF ONLY 
A THE DESTROYER HAD HUNG 
AROUND FOR ANOTHER 
FIVE MINUTES... 


AS THEY NEARED THE ISLAND, SAM OPENEO 
HIS MOUTH TO YELL HIS DELIGHT. SUDDENLY 
HE SAW SOMETHING THAT MADE HIM SHOUT 
A WARNING. 


WE'RE HEADING STRAIGHT 
FOR THE CORAL REEF. IT'LL 


AIM FOR THE RIP US TO PIECES! 


GUNNERS! 





BUT IT WAS TOO LATE TODO ALVIN GUT WATT Oia. THE LAU CH TORE HATO THE SHARP= 
EDGED REEF, RIPPING OPLEL IT. bOTIOM Ald Tougtice THE SOULGK AS HITO THE FOAMING SEA, 


: cee in 
Coun Ws 


A WAVE CARRIED THE JAP LAUNCH OVER THE REEF. IT LANDED WITH A GIANT IMPACT THAT 
TUMBLED THE CREW TO THE DECK. 





WE'LL HAVE TO GET 
ABOARD IT, SAM... OTHER- 
VHISE WYE'RE STUCK ON THIS 

ISLAIND FOR EVER. 





BEFORE THE BEWILDERED JAPS KNEW WHAT V. 


“AN | | 


TOO LATE, 
PUG-NOSE! 


[A 


Yl 


ra 
Lh Ae “eet fi ata 
TR WAS 


es ef 
At 
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THEY WIPED OUT THE JAPS THEN MADE FOU THE CUStIE Obe WRU CH THE SURVIVING SUSTESLIANS 
HAD BEACHED. 


VALU THAT ALICHORK 
HOLD HEK? 


PRECKON SO. NOTA BAD 
PRIZE OF WAR, EH? PLL LOOK 
BELOW AND SEE fF § CAN RUSTLE 

UP SOME FOOD AND DRINK. 

OUR BLOKES LOOK AS 

THOUGH THEY NEED {T. 


THERE WERE FIVE AUSSIE SURVIVORS. DAN AND SAM TENDED THE WOUNDED, OPENED UP A FEW 
CANS OF BULLY BEEF AND WASHED IT DOWN WITH FIERY SAKE, 





YOU THINKING 
WHAT 1M THINKING ? 


PAA THINAIING THAT [M4 
FED UP RUNNING ...AND 
THAT LAUNCH MIGHT HELP US 
TAKE THE WVAR TO THE JAPS 
FOR A CHANGE. 





EXACTLY. WHAT SAY WE GET 
THESE BLOKES OUT TO THE DESTROYER, 
THEN HEAD FOR TUA PORT AND 
HAMMER IT? 


THAT SOUNDS 
FAIR ENOUGH. LET'S 
GET MOVING. 


THEY LOADED THEIR WOUNDED ABOARD THE JAP LAUNCH. AFTER STRIPPING THE UNIFORMS 


FROM TWO OF THE DEAD JAP SAILORS, DAN COAXED THE BOAT ALONG THE REEF UNTIL THEY 
FOUND AN OPENING. 


SOON THEY GOT TO THE WAITING BRITISH DESTROYER. WILLING HANDS HELPED THEM ABOARD, 
AND DAN AND SAM SOUGHT OUT THE SKIPPER. 


{T'S TOO GOOD A CHANCE TO MISS. 
WE HAVE JAP UNIFORMS AND WE'LL GO 
INTO TUA FORT UNDER. THE NIP FLAG, LAST 
TIME ESA IT THERE WERE SUBS, MINE-LAYERS, 
ALD AN ASSORTMENT OF COASTAL 
LAUNCHES MOORED. 


AND IF YOU CAN GIVE i 
US SOMME DECENT ARMS, WE'LL 





THE CAPTAIN LOOKED TO LIFUTERIALIE COLOt TE COA. FOR APPEOVAL , 


WHAT (0) 
YoOurTHIE, 


MADNESS! WHY 
THROW AWAY TWO LIVES 
FOR A GESTURE? 


‘ 
: “4 GESTURE BE BLOWED ...SIR! WE 
if! DON'T AIM TO COMMIT SUICIDE, BUT 
7a WE'RE NOT RUNNING ANY MORE. WE'RE 


! GOING TO HIT BACK. OTHERWISE THE 
f NIPS'LL WIPE THE FLOOR WITH US 


ALL THE WAY TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA, Puen 


THAT WAS FIGHTING TALK FROM SAM, AND 
THE LIELTESSANT-COLONEL LIKED IT. HE 


EYED THE TOUGH PAIR WITH APPROVAL AS HE TELL (LAAN ETLL 


BE BACK — FOR 
KEEPS! 


{T'S STILL MADNESS, BUT 
PwiShi TO MEAVEN $ COULD 
COME WIT YOU, VLL SEE YOU 
GET ARMS, AMMO, GRENADES 
AND FUEL, 





THEY CAST OFF AND HEADED FOR TUA, THE SUN WAS SINKING INTO THE SEA AND THE QUICK 
TROPIC NIGHT WAS ALMOST ON THEM ‘VHEN THEY SIGHTED THE ISLAND. 


I THINK THEY WERE RIGHT WHEN 
THEY SAID THIS WOULD BE SUICIDE. 
FOR INSTANCE, HOW DO WE CLT 


THE DESTROYER'S SAILED, BUT 
THEY SAID THEY'D RADIO ANYTHING 
COMING THIS WAY TO KEEP AN EYE 
OPEN FOR US. SHOULDN'T BE 
BEYOND US TO THINK OF 
SOMETHING. 


THERE IT 1S. HELP 
ME EMFTY THESE DRUMS 
OF FUEL OVER THE SIDE, 


DON'T WE 
NEED THEM ANY 
MORE? 


REMEMBER VIHAT NAPOLEON © 
SAID ~ “ALIVAYS PREPARE YOUR 
RETREAT", 


—— 


(Sama! =_ — 


” meee 





THE FUEL DRIFTED IN TOWARDS THE PORT, CAPEIEO Fey Tet TIDE, 


KEEP THe EOARE~ \) 


PISTOL HAtIDY | READY iw 
FOR THLE IBVARIOS {iN 


RARING TO 
GO, SKIPPER! 


LET'S CLOBBER A SUB OR TWO 
FIRST, TEN TO ONE THLY'VE GOT 
THEIR CONNING TOWERS OPLIN. A 
COUPLE OF GREINNADES CHUCKED 
DOWN TO THE CONTROL DECK 
WON'T DO 'EMANY GOOD, 


ANO THOSE PAINE=LAYERS 
SHOULD BE NICELY PACKED 
WATH EXPLOSIVES . 





THE BATTLE OF TUA PORT BEGAN IN SPECTACULAR FASHION 


COUPLE OF 
CRUMPETS FOR 


BY THE GODS 
OF MY ANCESTORS! 


THE SUBMARINES WERE ALMOST DESERTED BUT THE GRENADES PLAYED HAVOC WITH THE 
DELICATE INSTRUMENTS . TWO WERE MADE UNFIT FOR DUTY IN SECONDS. 
Hi Say A 


I CAN STEER AND CHUCK 
. GRENADES AT THE SAME TIME, 
WHY DON'T YOU GET BUSY 
WITH THE MACHINE GUN? 





AS THE TWO MATAUDE 


CURSE IT! NOW 
THEY'VE GOT THE AIRY 
AFTER US. 
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THE LINE OF DEADLY JAPS WOULD HAVE TO BE DEALT WITH BEFORE THE RAID COULD CONTINUE. 
DAN DID SOME QUICK THINKING,” 
b 


THAT'S IT, SAM. BRING 
THE LAUNCH RIGHT ROUND 
TILL | GET A BEAD ON THESE 

CLOWNS. 





HERE GOES, MATE, 
HOPE YOUR LITTLE SCHEME 





HE SOON CLEARED THE WALL OF JAPS. ARID, AS THE LAST ONE FELL, SAM AGAIN TURNED 
THE NOSE OF THE BOAT TOWARDS THE HEART OF TUA HARBOUR. 


ee a one LTE 
CPLAT BIT OF * 
n SHOOTINIG THRE, aes ie 


COBBER. 


AW, CUT IT OUT, YOU'LL 
EMBARRASS ME, NOW WE CATY 
GET ON WITH THE JO3 IN 


IN, HIS QUARTERS, WHERE HE HAD BEEN HE RACED FROM THE DOCK, SNAPPED ORDERS AT 
CONFINED SINCE HIS RETURN FROM THE TWO RATINGS AND STARTED UP THE POWERFUL 
BEACH, OSAKI HEARD THE CONCUSSIONS 

AND SA 


ney, 
veg 


HURRY! GET TO THE 

GUN AND BLAST THE ENEMY 
FROM OUR SEAS! . 

Y Tt We 
NOW 1 HAVE A CHANCE | inh 

TO REDEEM MY HONOUR. {T aiiy ; oe aA 

MUST NOT SLIP FROM MY TMD Le é SS i 

eas ~§ , ; = J i tad i 

ia 





0 
" igh 
Tae 
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MEANWHILE DAN AND SAM WERE STILL BUSY UNLEASHING THEIR FURY ON THE HAPLESS JAP 


3 , | 


FIND ME 
ANOTHER SUB — 
QUICK! 


: g % Ce FN WER: 
yal ale 










ONE SUB ‘ “ 
NEXT ON THE LET'S CROSS 
HIM OFF fT, 


THERE WAS NO STOPPING THEM, THE 
SEA, 


AND SAM'S GRENADES WRECKED HALF-A-DOZEN MORE JAPS, AND YET ANOTHER SUBMARINE 
CONTROL DECK, 


SAM, AND STAND BY WITH 


Uf sl Sorte ee \ \ eet 
THE FLARE PISTOL, is Qs sp 


1p 


THAT'S IT! THE 
FLAMES WILL FINISH WHAT 


WE COULDN'T. WHERE TO 


NOW, DAN? 





THERE WAS FIRE AND DESTRUCTION EVERYSYH BUT THE REAL FIREWORKS WERE ONLY JUST 
BEGINNING, 


HEAD OUT TO SEA. WE 
WON'T BE SHORT OF COMPANY. 
THERE'S FIVE LAUNCHES AFTER 
us! 





LOOK AT THESE MINELAYERS 
GOING UPL AMI GLAD WE HAVEN'T § 
GOT TO PAY FOR ALL THE 
DAMAGE, 


DON'T LET'S COUNT OUR 
CHICKENS, THERE ARE TWO 
LAUNCHES LEFT AND THAT'S 
TWO GUNS TO OUR ONE. 


THE CHASE CONTINUED, LIGHTED BY A FITFUL MOON, OSAKI'S HEART BEAT FASTER AS HE 
SKILFULLY URGED ON HIS LAUNCH 


HOW COULD ONE LAUNCH 
CAUSE SUCH DAMAGE TO OUR 
FORCES? 1S IT POSSIBLE THAT WE 

HAVE BEEN MISINFORMED ABOUT 
THE FIGHTING CAPABILITIES 
OF OUR ENEMY ? 





BUT THE FIGHTING CAPABILITIES OF DAN AND SAM WERE AT THAT MOMENT SUFFERINE 
SEVERE SETBACK , MENT SUFFERING A 


BLAST AND BLO“ THE 
DASHED CONTRAPTION :! 
WE'RE OUT OF FUEL, 


THAT'S TOUGH, 
BETTER STAND BY WITH 
THE GRENADES. 


To \\ 
§ ot | A 


WOUND. YOU'D BETTER iff 
TAKE THE GUN, . 





THE WIND WAS FRESHENING, MAKIING THE SEA CHOPPY. THIS SAVED SAM, FOR THE JAP 
GUNNERS AIMED BADLY. 


COME Of THES 2, 
ME BANZAI GOYS! 


“4 
OE 
p 


ATTABOY, DAN! 
MLL PICK YOU FOR 
MY ELEVEN! 
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OSAKI EDGED CLOSER AND NOW RECOGNISED 
THE ENEMY, 


THE ALMOST RED-HOT BARREL OF THE 
AUSSIE'S MACHINE GUN CHATTERED 
INSTANT DEATH FOR THE JAP RATINGS, 





DAN! SAM! SO FATI 
HAS BROUGHT US TOE THER 
FOR THE LAST BATILE. 








OK CAPTAIN, HAUL 
UP THE WHITE FLAG OR 
ULL MAKE MINCEMEAT 
OF YOU, TOO! 


THE SILENCE WHICH FOLLOWED AS THE LONE JAP SURVIVOR'S FACE BECAME VISIBLE IN THE 
GLOOM WAS BROKEN BY AN EXCLAMATION FROM SAM. 








OSAK1I. WE'RE COMING 
ABOARD, THERE'S NO 
FUEL LEFT IN THIS 
TUB. 


SO IT WAS THAT THE THREE FRIEINUIS CAME TOCETHL: AGAIN IM THE MIDST OF WAR, SOMEVFHCRE 
IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN. . 


nO 
“ 


1 CAN'T SAY [MM GLAD 
TO SEE YOU, OSAKI, CURSE 
A otT, MAN, HOW CAN YOU FIGHT # 
ALONGSIDE SUCH RATS AS 


Geos ITIS MY DUTY. 1 


AM PROUD TO SERVE THE 
EMPEROR. 


GOT ANY FIRST AID 
ABOARD, OSAKI? WE'RE 
BOTH LOSING BLOOD. 


S FORGOTTEN AS THEY ROCKED GENTLY ON 


sx a 
LET THERE BE A TRUCE 

BETWEEN US,..AT LEAST UNTIL 
YOU ARE BANDAGED. 


STICK WITH US, OSAKT, 
YOU'LL HAVE A NICE QUIET 
PRISON CAMP, GOOD FOOD, AND 
NO DANGER, THEN HOME TO 
JAPAN WHEN WE'VE FINISHED 
CLOBBERING HASITO AND 
HIS MATES . 





BUT IT WAS NOT THE SAME AS THE OLD DAYS. THE WAR STOOD BETWEEN THEM AND COULD 
NOT BE FORGOTTEN. 


LFIGHT FOR MY EMPEROR 
BECAUSE THELE 1S IOTHHNG ELSE $ 
CAN DO, SO 4 ARTI YOU, FROM NOW 
ON EMILE TARE Atay CHANCE THAT 
COMES TO RECAPTURE THIS BOAT, 
ARO YOU VATE IT, 


FAIR ENOUCH SAM 
AND tVOQuULD FEEL THE 
SAME WAY. 





SUDDENLY A FLURRY OF WATER ON THE STARBOARD SIDE OF THE LAUNCH CAUGHT THEIR EYE. 
7 ; Leet 


2 GT Te CIE 7 
Bee) ne iy 


SOMEBODY PINCH 
ME, MIM SEEING THINGS. 
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IT WAS BRITISH, WILLING HANDS HELPED THE TWO WOUNDED 


YOU'VE EARNED 
SOME COFFEE, WELCOME 
ABOARD! 


YOU THE MADMEN WHO JUST 

MADE SUCH A MESS OF TUA? 1 

GOT A CALL TO KEEP A LOOK- 
OUT FOR YOU, 





AS A FAVOUR TO 
US, SKIPPER, LET HIM 


SO LONG, 
b” = OSAK!!-—O~S-O! 





DAN AND SAM HAD NOT ENTERED THE SUB BEFORE THERE CAME A SHOUT FROM AN ALERT 


CLEAR THE 
BRIDGE! OVE? 


es 
as 
Caen 


RARER a" O07 JONNY SO! THE DOGS WHO 


Ors 
AANA 


‘ 


DESTROYED TUA PORT THINK 
THEY CAN ESCAPE THIS EASILY. 
IT SHALL GIVE ME GREAT PLEASURE 
TO BLAST THEM AND THEIR 
SUBMARINE OUT OF THE SEA, 





FROM A DISTANCE OSAK! WATCHED THE BRITISH SUB SLAM ITS HATCH AND PREPARE TO CRASH 


pyligin 


Nyt, 
hy 4 
Wipe, 


IT MUST NOT 
ESCAPE! 1, OSAK} MANO, 
PLEDGE MYSELF TO ITS 
DESTRUCTION, 


OPENING THE POWERFUL THROTTLES, OSAK!I SHOT HIS LAUNCH TOWARDS THE DESCENDING 
SUB, INTENDING TO RAM AND DAMAGE ITS CONNING TOWER, SO KEEPING IT AFLOAT TO 


BE BOMBED. 
1 Seen non EE 
FOR THE GLORY LF 
OF NIPPON! J 7. 
Zz 


LZ 








T9 
BUT THEN OSAKI LOOKED UP IN HORROR, Z 
: — nad : lag 


HIS LAUNCH WAS BETWEEN THE BOMBER AND THE FALLING BOMBS! 





Fans o 


cal ; nae e sitet - : ager 
Fah 5 pO wate is 
50 DIED OSAKI MANO, IRONICALLY SAVING FROM DEATH THE FRIENDS HE WAS COMMITTED 
TO KILLING. 


UNAWARE OF THIS, DAN AND SAM SAPELY THLY 
RELAXED [N THE SUB AS IT RACLD ALT MRD THT 
TOWARDS THE DESTROYER DES TROVER, 


NO WONDER YOU BLOKFS 
ARE SO SHORT. FANCY LIVITIG 
IN CUPBOARDS ! 


OH FORA 
BATH AND A SHAVE! 


CHEEKY BLIGHTER! 
WE RENDEZVOUS IN 
TWO HOURS. 





MARVELLOUS SHOW! NO 
TALLY OF THE SHIPS YOU HAMMERED : 
AS YET, BUT I'M BETTING IT'LL OTHANK YOU, SIR. 
BE CONSIDERABLE. AK NOW ALL IE WVANT IS SLEEP. 
= % WE'RE BUSHED ! 





THE WAR RAGED ON BUT JAPAN WAS FINALLY BEATEN, !N THE SUMMER OF 1946 DAN AND SAM 
RETURNEO TO TOKYO TO THE PLACES THEY KNEW SO WELL. 


GREAT TO BE HORE 
AGAITA APTER ALL THESE 
YEARS. 


(T SURE {S. NOTHING'S 
CHANGED, BUT } REALLY WISH 
OSAKI COULD HAVE BEEN HERE 
WITH US TO SEE THE NEW 
JAPAN BEING BUILT, 


Watch out for the next four exciting 
Commando books! 
Onsale in three weeks ore: 


“TWO BRAVEMEN ” 
“TRAPPED “ 


" THE FIGHTING FISHERMEN “ 
" FIRE" 


q ys, é 














=x | 
cet (CSOMMAMCIO ror 
PAGE AFTER PAGE OF HARD-HITTING ACTION! 
aes ———————|_ FouR 
}| “2G Tt NEW 
ew| EXCITING 
BOOKS 
ARE 
ON 
SALE 
NOW. 
* 
YOU'VE 
GOT 
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TERROR of 
the JAPS 


i NTO the packed harbour 
raced the Jap launch, the Jap 
machine gun in the bow 
pouring Jap bullets into the 
moored Jap submarines and 
ships. There were only two 
men on that launch — one 
Englishman, one Australian — 
and they’d just started the 
most daring raid of the war by 
having the hard neck fo attack 
the Jap navy in a well- 
defended port. 

They’d gotin... but would 
they get out, these two 
bravest men in the whole of 
the Pacific? 




















